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“The PERFECTION of Dress Fabrics” 


DRESS va ae pL nv S | 
P a Sot os 


BRIGGS PRIESTLEY & SONS, 


LAISTERDYKE AND THORNTON, YORKES. , 


i BE ) ONEAIN EY FROM LEADING DRAPERS. 


Ready on the 25th of April. 


Vol. 1 of The WOMEN'S GAZETTE, 


November 3, 1888, to April 28,1889. . 
| NBATIY BOUND IN CLOTH, Sie, Post ERE. 


As only a very limited number of these Volumes can be iss it 
that application should be made at once to the ued, it is desirable 


oe MANAGER WOMEN'S GAZETTE,” QUEEN’S BUILDINGS, 
| : | eee MANCHESTER. 


ASPINALL’S gam ENAMEL. 


COLOURS EXQUISITE, SURFACE LIKE PORCELAI. 
ASPINALL’S ENAMEL 


HOME BEAUTIFYING, 
GARDEN PARTIES, 
LAWN ORNAMENTING, 
HOUSE DECORATING, 
CHURCH RENOVATING, 
For the YACHT, the 
_ BEACH, &c., &c. 
d Chairs and Tables can be made 


ie lovely ornaments > with this 
beautiful Invention. 


ASPIKALL'S VENAMEL. 


Extract of Letter received at Peckham, 
on 22nd December last. 


“ Any other | have used 
| find runs into blisters, | | 
or cracks after it has been | © 
on two or three days.” 


EHH (9 i before 
iw 
Liban, LONDON, 8B 


REJECT POISONOUS IMITATIONS, | 


a | 


COLOUR CARDS POST FREE ON APPLICATION. PAO-SIMILE OF TIN... 
Sold everywhere, or can be procured direct from the Works, post free, in Tins, 9d., 1s. 6d. and 3s. 
Bath Enamel, 25s. per gallon, or in tins, post free, 1s. 9d. and 3s. 6d. 


ASPINALL'S ENAMEL WORKS, LONDON, SE. 
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"HIGHEST AWARD, 


LONDON, 1884. 


Tem CHLEBRATEHD | 


BOOTS anyn SHOES 


Were Highly Commended at the NATIONAL HEALTH SOCIETY'S EXHIBITION, June, 1888 
at the HEALTHERIES, South Kensington, London, 1884 


See article and Illustrations the “Queen,” Nov. 17th, 1888, also the “Queen” (June r6th and October 2oth, 1883); “‘ Court 
Circular” (June r6th, 1883); ‘‘Court Journal” (June 16th, 1883); ‘Civil Service Gazette” (June 23rd, 1883); ‘‘ Sanitary 
Record” (June 5th, 1883). 


ALL GENUINE GOODS ARE STAMPED THE “BHOTIrWw =z.” 
The “ BEOTIVE " Specialities may be obtained of nearly all the Leading Bootmakers in the Principal Towns of England and 


Scotland, are now Widely Known and Appreciated for their Oomfort, Elegance, and Durability, 
es use of theBest Material and Work manship, 7 


which is secured by the 


ye UNG LADIES who want to be independent and 
make their way in the world should write for 
prospectus of the Scientific Pras Cutting Association, 
272, Regent Street, London, W. Situations found for 


all pupils at good salaries. We have no branches in 
London or suburbs. 


ROBINSON = 
& CLEAVER’S 


ROYAL IRISH. 


thee S secccie. 1/3 per dozen, 
CAMBR GENTLEMEN'S 3/6)” 
Send for ep? les and ET Hemstitched : 
LADIES’ 2/113 doz, 
full dats rs ts post eon ants 2 


HANDKERCHIEFS. 


“The Irish Cambrics of Messrs. Robinson_and Cleaver have a world-wide fame.” 
Queen. 


eal Irish saa Sheeting, fully bleached, 3 yds. 
Rie, 1/11 d.; 24 yds, wide, 2/44 per yd. tthe 
most aie article made). Frilled Linen Pillow 
oe from 1/24 each. Roller Towelling, 18in. 
cus Cloths, 


Seri Tike Eis per doz. 
Surplice Li fate, Rl 4/6 Roa doz, 
Bu nstez a Linen Diaper, 
b Nepking et 
: ane DAMASKS, 
per dos mabe ra 2 a, a sana, 
ae Table by 3 vee Off em Strong Huckaback Towels, ae 


mogram: rests, Coat of Arms, Initials, &c., woven and 
Seed, Send or Samples and full Price Lists post free. 


ROBINSON & CLEAVE 


tments to the Queen and the Empress 
By Special Appointm: of jay, 


BELFAST. 


R T. CR 


BW SOMERVILLE CLUB FOR LADIES, 
N Oxford pee (close to the Circus). Res cae 
roomy sup ae ge age and magazines. Debates 
fon toe msctin een ht refreshments. Subscrip- 


GRACE GOODALL, Secretary. 


BRADFORD'S PATENT ada ee MACHINES 


many thousands of 


e free, trial free, and liberal discount for cash. 
See logue. 


BRADFORD'S WRINGING AND MANGLING 
MACHINES 


Are universally menicte to be the best, and although in- 
numerable attempts have been made to design some new and 
patterns, there is nothing to sinereede t the above. 
Prices From 42/-, CarriaGE Parp. 
New Illustrated Catalogue, free 


by post 
THOMAS BRADFORD & 00., 
14.0 to 143, High Holborn, London; 
Victoria Avenue, Maxonzster ; Bold Street, Livzzroo:; and 
Crescent Iron Works, SaLrorD. 


THE WANT OF THE DAY 


NO MORE SOFT LINEN WHEN STARCHED. 


Used in the Royal Laundries.* Should be used in every house. 


Fe rys : 
Pf eic: 
SlARcHcLOSS ; 


Once Tried, always wanted. Makes Old Linen Like New. 
a 


TESTIMONIAL. 
From THE CHIEF aera) To H.R.H. jab Prince or WALES. 
ewton, near Norf lk, Aug. 29, 1 
“Starch Cloms," 5 corlataly tint it rena oe Ca 


tried your 
to any ay have 
OnIrou LEY. Yours truly, E. ELDER. 


Se 
far 


The boon ever offered to the Laundress for imparting an 
Ivory Finish to Starched Linen, Laces, &. It does ‘not stick to 
spider-web-like materials. 
Sop By Cugmists anD Davaaists, Grocers, Ommen, &c., 

In Packets, at 1d., 3d., and 6d. each. 


PREPARED ONLY BY 


LTC Bhar y , 


Chemist and Wholesale Drugyist, BLACKBURN. 
London Depét: 1 and 2, AusrraLlan Avenvs, E.O.' 


house- 
pp Fe 
ones received by us every 
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Tue excellent effect of a good gymnastic system upon the 
mind and morals may be inferred from the order, exactitude, 
and prompt obedience enforced, in combination with the 
brightness and pleasure young people find in movement. A 
lady much experienced in the more difficult social problems 
urges physical training among the poor as a strong preven- 
tive measure, directing the mind into healthy channels and 
giving strength to undertake the regular duties of the different 
employments in business. Next follows the question as to 
what system of training best attains the above ends? 

As an evening recreation for working girls the stimulation 
of music is helpful, and renders the class more attractive and 
bright. Attendance is in such cases voluntary, and is better 
kept up than where a more serious and scientific form of 
exercise is undertaken. It is perhaps wiser, therefore, to 
overlook the fact that movements often become mechanical, 
if not simply reflex action, stimulated by a certain associated 
musical sound. The German system is too violent for women, 
—even in men, from excess of arm movements, dispropor- 
tionately heavy shoulders are developed, and not infrequently 
heart and lung diseases, It shares with the French and 
other systems the disadvantage of having been built in parts, 
as a house to accommodate an increasing family has a wing 
added here and a storey there, until it becomes a heterogeneous 
mixture, not founded by one architect nor following any par- 
ticular style. The one exception to this rule has no equal 
from a scientific standpoint, and consequently the Swedish 
system is rapidly gaining ground in other countries as well as 
in our own. It was worked out by Professor Ling, of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences of Sweden, and based upon a 
thorough knowledge of anatomy, physiology, hygiene, and 
the Greek art of gymnastics. His followers must understand 
somewhat of Ling’s theories and principles in order to carry 
out his designs and bring severally and successively into 
play all the different muscle groups of the body. 

Owing to its scientific basis and endless variety, the purity 
and simplicity of the movements, each bearing its distinct 
aim, Ling’s Swedish system ranks deservedly high in the 
opinion of educationists and medical men. With even half 


an hour's work every day, dressed in a costume to allow of 
complete freedom of movement, with dancing and active 
games encouraged as valuable adjuncts, girls might attain to 
more of harmonious development and health than is now 
usual. It is most desirable that a specialist on physica] 
education be attached to every girls’ school, whose training 
would enable her to take gymnastics, and also to correct by 
specialised movements defective figures before placing them 
into the general classes. Girls of similar physique should be 
classed together. It would be the duty of such a specialist 
to note cases of delicacy, of so-called “ stupidity” and stoop- 
ing, and to test eyesight and hearing in the latter cases. 
Throughout the school she should, where necessary, call the 
parents’ attention to the need of medical care ; the physical 
indications of over-fatigue, as lateral vibrations of the eyeballs, 
drooping of the wrist, &c. It would also be the province of 
such a specialist to arrange desks so that the light could fall 
over the left shoulder of the scholar, to have desks to vary 

with the size of the occupant, and forms with backs and 

broad seats. In some schools these points do claim attention, 

but to the neglect of them in others is due numerous cases 

of bad sight, spinal curvature, high shoulders, contracted 

chests, and round backs. 

Had the nation been roused by the earnest and eloquent 
wisdom‘of Canon Kingsley it would not be left to his followers 
still to urge that physiology and hygiene be taught to its 
girls. The valuable mental training derived from any scien- 
tific study would be equally gained from these as from 
botany or geology, in addition to their more useful applica- 
tion in practical life. 

Can a woman ever be the true queen in her own kingdom 
—the home—or ever be a true mother of healthy children 
while ignorant of the laws of health, and of their relative 
influence upon the physique ? 

Upon the knowledge of its women depends to a great . 
extent the wellbeing of a nation; and therefore it is upon 
our women we would urge the duty of a more equal balance 
of education between the mental and physical pare of our 
nature, and say with old John Locke— 

“He whose mind directs not wisely will never take the right way, | 


but he whose bdy is crazy and feeble will never be able to advance’ 
in it.” THEODORA JOHNSON, 
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WOMEN IN FRANCE. 


MpME. Jeanne Dieulafoy may be described as an intrepid 

* traveller, a learned arc i » an accomplished 
writer, and a generous philanthropist. She also demonstrates, 
by her own career, the aptitude of the female intellect. It 
is generally believed that all careers, in order to arrive at 
distinction in them, require their followers to receive a careful 
and special education. It is also universally admitted that 
there are some exceptions to this rule. Faraday, a weaver's 
son, when he was already a young boy, showed remarkable 
ability as a physicist, Janssen and Herschel as astronomers, 
and many others, but these exceptions have always been males. 
It is far from most people’s thoughts that such an exception 
may be a woman. Mdme. Dieulafoy’s career proves her to 
be one, 

A few days ago I had the pleasure of chatting with Mdme. 
Dieulafoy, and she gave me the following information—there- 
fore, your readers can rely on its precision and truthfulness. 
She was born at Toulouse, and sent to Paris to be educated 
in a convent. She left the convent to stand before the altar, 
as the chosen wife of M. Marcel Dieulafoy, the now dis- 
tinguished archeological explorer. Her first voyage was in 
1875, when she accompanied her husband to Arabia, on a 
mission to study the language and arts of the country. In 
1877 another journey was made to Egypt, for the same 
purpose, In 1881 the first expedition to Persia was under- 
taken by M. and Mdme. Dieulafoy. The Caucasian territory 
was traversed, and the Persian Gulf reached. In 1884 the 
world-famed second journey to Persia and Susia was 
accomplished. Mme. Dieulafoy’s volume of travels, entitled 
“ A Suse Journal des Fouilles,” published by Hachette, 75, 
Boulevard St. Germain, Paris, gives a minute and interesting 
account of the Persian journey and explorations. This book 
is admirable in all respects. It shows that a woman may be 
learned without being a pedant—a reproach very frequently 
made with justice. The style is terse, yet lively and humorous, 
the descriptions of scenery, effects, and tribes are simply 
touched on, but, to use the language of artists, with telling 
effect. This volume of travels was originally written for 
“Le Tour du Monde,” an excellent journal for young people, 
published also by Hachette. Mdme. Dieulafoy has evidently 
been unwilling to overwhelm her young readers with scientific 
facts and data; and she has shown her wisdom, as well as 
her quick sympathy, for all kinds and sorts of men, one of 
her many graceful qualities, which makes her as much 
esteemed as a woman as she is admired for her intelligence. 
The “Journal des Fouilles,” as it is, is sufficient proof that its 
talented authoress could write for savants, but this task has 
been accomplished, with all honour, by M. Dieulafoy in his 
able report, read before the Academie des Inscriptions. 

The fatiguesand dangers borne by Mdme. Dieulafoy, not only 
patiently but merrily, are astonishing, even in the annals of 
travel, for, be it remembered, the country traversed was not 
that of civilised Persia, such as Teheran, but that part of 
Persia nominally under the rule of the Shah of Persia, but 
really peopled by barbarous tribes, governed by their chiefs. 
The following lines, occurring at page 88, of the “Journal 
des Fouilles,” will give a faint idea of Mdme. Dieulafoy’s 
courage and good temper. To arrive at a thorough appre- 
ciation I must refer your readers to this delightful beok : 
“One is scarcely tempted to sleep on with one’s clothes on, 
a revolver on one’s right hand side, and a gun on the left; a 
necessary precaution, as a means of defence against enemies, 
and also to preserve one’s stock of arms and ammunition 
against the inroads of damp.” Before Mdme. Dieulafoy pub- 
lished this diary of her Persian journey she was well known 
as a talented and courageous woman, but the simple noting 
of her every-day doings—overlooking the workmen employed 
in digging the trenches, directing the searching for treasures, 
the transport of treasures when found, show that not only she 
has the courage to undergo dangers and privations, but the 
head to work, and the heart to feel and think for others. 

To return to the opening words of my letter, is not Mdme. 
Dieulafoy a brilliant example of what wou:en can do for 
themselves ? It was not in the Convent de l’'Assumption that 
she acquired archeological knowledge, or developed a talent 
for directing and supervising, or acquired the habits which 
render her an unrivalled traveller, If we admit that it was 


there where the seeds were sown, of the well-developed, well- 
directed, humanity, which forms the solid basis of the 
affection Mdme. Dieulafoy inspires among all those around her, 
we have made more than ample concessions to the influence 
of her early training on her later career, Mdme. Dieulafoy 


is Officer d’ Acadamie, and Chevalier de la Legion @’Honneur. 
This latter distinction was accorded after her Persian expe- 
dition. From time to time articles from her pen have 
appeared in different French journals and papers describing 
the countries she has visited and the races she has lived 
among. The book of travels, “La Perse,” gained a prize of 
480, awarded by the French Academy. This, true to her 
instincts of philanthropy, Mdme. Dieulafoy gave to the 
sufferers in the catastrophe of the Opéra Comique. 
Paris. W. VERNIER. 


WHAT WOMEN ARE DOING. 


Princess Louise of Bavaria, the lineal descendant of 
Charles I., who is recognised by the Jacobites of to-day as the 
“Stuart Queen of England,” is a friend of the Duchess of 
Madrid, wife of Don Carlos. 


Miss Agnes Zimmerman, who gave a recital at Princes’ 
Hall, Piccadilly, last week, promises to take high rank among 


the pianistes of the day. 


Mrs. Henry Wylde paints Venetian scenes with artistic 


effect in her new novel “Severed Ties.” 


Miss Theresa A er is a young Irish lady who is 
making headway in London as a professional singer. 

The Misses Montalba—Clara, Hilda, Ellen, and Hen- 
rietta—will all be well represented at the Academy this year. 

Miss Ellen Terry sold programmes at the concert in 
Lord Cadogan’s, on Monday, in behalf of the new organ for 
Holy Trinity Church. 

Lady Knutsford is making a satisfactory recovery from 
her recent severe indisposition. 

Miss La Ramee—“ Ouida ”—will illustrate an article of 
her own in the May number of the Woman's World. 

Lady Londonderry’s health is stated to be unequal to 
the fatigues of her position in Dublin, and in consequence 
the resignation of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland is likely to 
be soon officially announced. 

The late Duchess of Oambridge spent exactly double 
her pension in doing good of a benevolent and philanthropic 
character. 


Lady Georgiana Ourzon looks after the interests. of 


tandem in the Duke of Beaufort’s book on “ Driving,” which 
constitutes the eleventh volume of the Badminton series on 


British sports and pastimes. 
Mrs. wan, wife of the Liberal member for Central 
Edinburgh, held a reception on Saturday at her house in 


Great Stanhope Street which was very numerously attended. 


Miss Pauline Cramer, will sing illustrative selections at 
Signor Carl Armbriister’s lectures on “Italian and French 
composers,” to be delivered before long at the ladies’ branch, 
King’s College (13, Kensington Square). 

The Countess of Jersey, the Hon Lady Campbell, 
of Blythwood, the Hon. ary Henniker, and y 
Knightley have decided to offer themselves for re-election 
to the Executive Committee of the Ladies’ Grand Council 
of the Primrose League. 

Lady Wentworth has spared no energy to secure the 
return of two lady poor-law guardians in Chelsea. 

Lady Lindsay's celebrated “ Strad.” will be presented to 


Herr Joachim on Monday after the last popular concert. It 
has cost £1,000. 


Mrs. Garrett Anderson made a long and able speech 
on Monday, at a drawing-room meeting held at 37, Wimpole 
Street, in aid of the building fund of her new Hospital for 
Women, Euston Road. 

Madame Kochlin Schwartz, President of the Red 
Cross Nurses, will have a great deal to do with the depart- 
ment devoted to women’s work by the Executive Council of 
the Paris Exhibition. Madame de Monier will act as 
hon. sec. The department is to be known as the “Congres 
des CEuvres et Institutions Feminines.” 

Lady Winchelsea will hold a “Midsummer Nights” 
fete during the summer to aid the Thimble League in which 
she is interested. - 

Miss Gingold’s “Cycle of Verse,” just published, gives 
promise of a notable and useful career. 

Mrs. Kingdon Clifford, author of “Mrs. Keith’s Crime,” 
holds Sunday “at homes” in London, at which Professor 


Tyndall and Professor Huxley are both frequently to be 
seen, 
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THE BYE-ELECTIONS. 


BIRMINGHAM. 


The contest at Birmingham is now at its height. The 
visit of Mr. Balfour, although for the time being tending to 
soften the asperities of the Tories towards the Liberal Unionists, 
seems apparently to have lost its charm. Mr. Joseph 
Rowlands, an important Conservative official, has resigned 
his post. Of course it has had the effect of undoing and 
almost entirely effacing any temporary truce produced by 
the visit of Mr. Balfour. There is a capital cartoon being 
distributed called ‘The Situation.” In it Mr. Chamberlain 
appears driving a four-in-hand. _ By his side sits Mr. Kenrick 
with the post-horn. The team is com of the Tory 
leaders, over whom Mr. “ Jehu” Chamberlain flourishes the 
lash. Several rowdies bearing Mr. J. A Bright in their arms 
are vainly trying to thrust him in at the coach window. The 
passengers in the coach are Messrs. Matthews, Powell 
Williams, Collings, and Dixon. 

The Women’s Auxiliary of the Birmingham Liberal 
Association are doing their part in working for Mr. Beale. 
It will be seen, however, from the following letter which we 
publish, from the hon. sec., Miss G. E. Southall, that outside 
help is badly wanted. We trust it will be ungrudgingly 
accorded. 

Miss Southall writes: ‘Many of our women are working 
splendidly at canvassing, in spite of the terribly bad weather 
which we seem fated to have here in Birmingham at election 
times. Two or three are doing very useful work, writing, 
&c., in the committee rooms for Ladywood, the largest ward 
in the division. We still badly want more help, as the task 
before us is a very arduous one, especially now that the 
Conservatives and Dissentients are making up their 
differences. The Aston Liberal Association has kindly sent 
us some helpers, and we hope to welcome some from 
Leamington before long. Miss Plank, hon. sec. N. Worcester- 
shire Women’s Liberal Association, is most ‘kindly coming 
over for a few days this week, and again on polling day 
(Monday), but there is room and work for many more. Mr. 
and Mrs. Beale have made many friends in the division since 
the contest began, and in Mr. Beale we feel we havea 
candidate worth fighting for, and we mean to do everything 
that lies in our power to help to return him to Parliament. 
I may add that a great deal of literature bearing on the 
Irish question has been distributed, and we find the working 
men are always very glad to receive it.” 


ROCHESTER. 


The writ for a new election was moved in the House of 
Commons on Monday night, consequently the contest will 
soon be upon us. The Tories are hard at work, and so 
are the Liberals, but there is plenty of room for more workers 
for Mr. Knatchbull-Hugessen. We make an earnest appeal 
to women volunteers to make whatever sacrifice may be 
necessary to aid in securing the triumph of the Liberal 
candidate. Rochester is comparatively within easy reach of 
London, and it is advisable that many workers should offer 
their services in addition to those who are already actively 
engaged upon the spot. 

At a meeting of the Chatham Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion, held at the Reform Club, Chatham, on Tuesday, April 
gth, 1889, Mrs. Sinclair, the president, read a letter from the 
Hon. E. Knatchbull-Hugessen’s committee, asking for 
assistance from the branch to join the Rochester branch to 
take up the work of canvassing the city of Rochester, when 
a large contingent volunteered their services, and will at 
once take the work in hand. 


NOTES IN PUBLIC CONVEYANCES. 


Three Primrose Dames from the west, and one attendant 
Knight. 

1st Dame: Very sorry to go back so soon, but we have 
the tea on the 15th, and Lady A. was most particular to have 
us all there. 
, 2nd Dame: Oh, of course, we must be there. Most 
important. I have told Lady A. that all her party must be 
in full evening dress this time. Our members were quite 
disappointed before Christmas when two of the girls wore 
high dresses and no jewels. 


3rd Dame: Oh, no, Maria! They had their badges and 
no end of rings, but you saw them with their gloves on. 

2nd Dame: Badges, indeed! Why we all have those. 
Mine’s as good as Lady A.'s, and cost more, for I bought it 
when the gold ones first came out. She had hers from a 
much cheaper lot. 

1st Dame: What the members really care for is the tea. 
If that’s and the songs are lively, I don’t believe it 
matters what the swells wear. Remember last June how 
successful it was, and the Trevoose party wore nothing but 
those old grenadines that they had for the concert a year 


ago. 
Koes? Is this tea you are talking of a meeting of the 
e 
All the Dames: Yes, of course, the A. Lodge. . 
Knight: Then I suppose Mr. B—— S—— will attend. 
Dames: Who? 
Knight: Why, the sitting member of your Division, Mr. 
B—— S—— 


Dames: Oh, we don’t know him. Lord A. is our Ruling 
Councillor, and it is managed almost entirely by titled 
people. 

Knight: But didn’t you work at the last election for Mr. 
B-—— S——. 


1st Dame: I did. Maria and Selina were at school then. 
But I don’t remember much about him. He was so political, 
and I can’t bear politics. Anything social, like tea and a 
little music, is what I like. 

Knight: But don’t you do any canvassing in the A. Lodge? 

1st Dame: Yes, we canvass for the Church, and then 
there’s the Empire, you know, and law and order; and, of 
course, we have the cards with instructions who to vote for. 

2nd Dame: If they begin asking things I always say, 
“‘ Ask the Vicar ; he must be right.” 

Knight: Ah! I see you are quite up to your duties. But 
here is our station at last. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


THE STRIKE OF WOMEN WEAVERS. 
To the Editor of the Women’s Gasette. 


S1r,—May I appeal through your columns for help for 
140 women weavers out on strike at Alverthorpe, near 
Wakefield? They have had no trade union, and their 
employer stated in a court of law that he paid what he 
thought proper. The reductions have been such that they 
declare it would be impossible for them to accept those now 
proposed, and they have stood out for the past month. They 
have now formed a union, but, of course, they have no funds. 
The workpeople of the neighbourhood have subscribed very 
freely, and help is now coming in from some of the trades 
unions, but they need much stronger support. Will not the 
public, which was so ready to help the match girls, be equally 
ready to help their Yorkshire sisters, who have stood out 
double the time that the match girls did ?—I am, sir, yours 
faithfully, CLEMENTINA Buack, Sec. W.T.U.P.L. 

Industrial Hall, Clark’s Buildings, Broad Street, W.C., 

April 8, 1889. 


A POLITICAL CLUB FOR WOMEN. 
To the Edttor of the Women’s Gazette. 


S1r,—The great benefit of the Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tions, which are now so numerous, is, that many women, here- 
tofore too timid for public life, have realised the great power 
they have over their fellow-creatures. A women’s political 
club would be a novelty, but the action of the present Govern- 
ment has called forth such a strong feeling of opposition, that 
I venture to suggest the desirability of those who are working, 
and of the many others who may be willing to do so, to form 
themselves into a club after the manner of the Eighty Club. 
Most women are more fettered in their actions than men, 
therefore I think that only the annual meeting should be 
held in London, as it is important that such places as 
Aberdeen, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Carlisle, Newcastle, Man- 
chester, Liverpool, Oxford, Cambridge, Birmingham, and 
Bristol should be centres, and one meeting every year should 
be held in each. As regards the name of the club, it should 
be the Ninety. If agreed upon, we could hold a preliminary 
meeting in May, and-.would, therefore, hold the first annual’ 
meeting in May, 18go. Bessizk P, KITCHIN, 

Whitehaven, February 3rd, 1889. 
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FROM THE LADIES’ GALLERY. 


DURING question time on Friday more information was 
elicited concerning the battering ram, with its three cartloads 
of appliances, which under the direction of the Government 
have been sent into Donegal in anticipation of the eviction 
campaign shortly to be renewed in that police-ridden district. 

In going into Committee of Supply, Mr. Picton moved 
a resolution praying for a Royal Commission to inquire into 
the working of the Vaccination Laws. It will be news of 
great joy to a number of women to learn that after an 
interesting debate the motion was agreed to without a 
division, Sad to say, when Mr. Graham rose to call attention 
to the hours of labour in Government workshops, the House 
was counted out. 

On Monday, the morning was devoted to the introduction 
by the Lord Advocate of four Bills having for their object the 
extension of Local Government in Scotland. The right hon. 
gentleman is one of the most eloquent speakers on the 
Treasury bench—not that they have got many. The Bills 
introduced, on the whole, are far from being Conservative. 
They propose to establish County Councils in Scotland, and 
there are to be no Aldermen. The Lord Advocate stated 
that ‘as the rates were paid by the people they should be 
Spent by the people and not for them. Altogether the 
debat: on Monday will afford a most interesting precedent 
to refer to in favour of Home Rule for Ireland—especially 
upon the grounds of nationality, upon which the Scotch Local 
Government Bill is supported by the Lord Advocate. One 
important reservation suffices to show which way the wind 
blows. The new Scotch Councils are not to have the control 
of the police. 

On going into Committee of Supply, a question of painful 
interest to the writer and to many of my readers came up 
for discussion, namely, the atmospheric condition of the 
Ladies’ Gallery, and the removal of the grating. 

Dr. J. G. Fitzgerald remarked upon the number of 
members who were bald and half blind, and said this showed 
they were being poisoned with carbonic acid gas. The only 
passage by which this bad air could escape was through the 
ladies’ gallery. Thus the House of Commons enjoyed the 
unique distinction of being the only legislative assembly 
which not only erected a grating in front of the ladies, but 
half poisoned them when: they honoured the House with 
their presence. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Phillips, in order to give the Committee an oppor- 
tunity of expressing an opinion on the question of the removal 
of the grating, moved the reduction of the vote by £100. 

Mr. Labouchere did not know whether the hon. member 
was moving this reduction in the interest of members or of 
the ladies. His own impression was that the ladies would 
prefer to have the grating. (Hear, hear.) He did not think 
that members were so particularly ornamental that the ladies 
should desire further-facilities to look at them—(laughter)— 
and_ obviously with a grating ladies could dispose themselves 
more at their ease than without one. In the end, however, 
it was decided that the grating must remain. 

At the morning sitting on Tuesday the House was 
again occupied with Supply. Later, with great gallantry, 
Dr. Tanner complained that the Ladies’ Dining-room was 
almost monopolised by the supporters of the Government. 

At the evening sitting, the claims of Scotland again occu- 
pied the attention of the House, when Dr. Clark moved a 
resolution in favour of Home Rule for Scotland, by means of 
the creation of a National Parliament for the management 
and control of Scottish affairs. He advocated Home Rule 
all round, and a Federal Parliament to represent every section 
of the Empire. The event of the evening was, of course, a 
speech by Mr. Gladstone, in the course of which he said, 


although he was not fond of political prediction, he repeated. 


the prediction that the boldest of them would not look Scot- 
land in the face when she made a final, well-considered, and 
deliberate demand, with due regard to the authority of Par- 
liament and the unity of the Empire—(cheers and counter 
cheers)—and say “No” to her demand for Home Rule. | 

Eventually Dr. Clarke’s motion was rejected on a division, 
but the discussion made it plain that Home Rule for Sco:land 
is inevitable. : 

On Wednesday, Mr. Crilly moved the second reading of 
the Irish I.and Bill, designed among other things to deal with 
the arrears question. Mr. Shaw-Lefevre strongly urged the 
Government to take the present opportunity of settling this 
vexed cause of much Irish discontent. The Government 


refused to listen either to the voice of reason or to the 
teaching of history, and the Bill was lost. 


THE PARNELL COMMISSION. 


Sir Charles Russell resumed his great speech on Tuesday, 
Mrs. Gladstone, despite the rain, occupying her accustomed 
seat in the jury box. Sir Charles commenced by touching 
upon the short career of the Ladies’ Land League. The 
Attorney-General, in his speech, had said that Miss Reynolds, 
one of the most prominent members of this organisation, 
could be traced through the country by the occurrence of 
crime. ‘“‘ Of course,” said Sir Charles, as he shot a sarcastic 
glance at the Attorney-General, “of course the Attorney- 
General made that random, unsupported allegation, under 
his instructions.” Coming to the Phoenix Park tragedies, the 
orator, his voice trembling with emotion, described the 
consternation and horror with which Messrs. Parnell, Dillon, 
and Davitt and the others were overwhelmed, and how Mr. 
Parnell offered even to retire from public life for ever if Mr. 
Gladstone thought he ought so to do. The voice of the 
speaker took an indignant thrill as he contrasted this with 
the mean malignity of the insults levelled at these men, who, 
bowed and almost broken under this terrible blow to their 
policy, had to face the sneers which the Attorney-General 
had echoed there as to the hypocrisy of their professions of 
sorrow. The reading of a letter which Mr. Davitt wrote a 
few days after the tragedy, full of the peculiar pathos of 
Irish rhetoric, fairly moved Sir Charles to tears. He paused 
more than once in the stress of emotion, and at the end had 
to openly wipe his eyes. By luncheon time Sir Charles had 
concluded the first part of his address, and he immediately 
started upon the second division, when he announced that 
the case both of examining the mass of evidence adduced by 
the Zimes and bringing rebutting testimony would be divided 
under four heads. First would come a consideration of the 
evidence given by the magistrates. Then the testimony 
relating to Galway, Mayo, Kerry, and a part of Cork, which 
Mr. Reid with enormous labour had compiled, would be 
dealt with, save so far as it touched upon murders. ‘The 
third class would be confined to the murders; and lastly 
would come the alleged connection between members of 
Parliament and crime. 

_In continuing his speech on Wednesday, Sir Charles 
Russell contended that none of the twenty-six cases of 
murder, as to which evidence was given by the Ziwes, could 
be traced either to the direct or to the indirect influence of 
the Land League. The causes of the crimes, with the 
exception of the murder of John Curtin, were personal. In 
Curtin’s case there was a raid for arms, and it was not until 
one of the raiding party was shot that Curtin also was shot 
and killed. The want of sympathy exhibited, towards the 
Curtin family was to be regretted, but the Land League did 
its best to stop the ill-feeling displayed. Dr. Kenny and 
Mr. Sexton would tell their lordships that, to their knowledge, 
not one penny of the League’s money was paid to abet crime 
or to screen those who committed crime. 


The Home Rule Union deserves to be heartily congratulated 
upon the success of the demonstration which they promoted 
on Wednesday night at St. James’s Hall. Sir William 
Harcourt and Mr. Sexton were both in good form, and the 
new cartoon of Mr. Henry Holiday was the subject of 
universal admiration. 


THE WoMEN FRIENDs OF JESUS; OR, THE LIVES AND 
CHARACTERS OF THE Hoty WoMEN oF GosPEL HIsTorv. By 
Henry C. McCook, D.D. Hodder and Stoughton.—A very 
readable volume, full of force, and in every way suggestive. 
A book that would fill its place in the home library, and be 
most helpful in meditative moments, A fitting birthday 
gift to mothers and daughters, 
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NEWS AND NOTES ON WOMEN’S 
LIBERAL ASSOCIATIONS. 


Several new Women’s Liberal Associations have been 
formed during the last few days, amongst other places being 
Altrincham, Woodley, South Nottingham, Hunslet (Leeds), 
and Littleborough. At Woodley about 50 members have 
already been enrolled. re 


* + 

Among other recently started Women's Liberal Associations 
are North West Ham, Gosport, and Blackpool. Others are in 
course of formation in Lincoln, Morecambe, Lewisham, 
Norwich, and South Warwickshire. The last mentioned is 
being helped in its organisation by a sub-committee of the 
Warwick and Leamington Women’s Liberal Associations. 
This kind of mission work by the members of associations 
which have already achieved success, cannot be too highly 
praised or too often imitated. ; 

* 

On Wednesday, March 27th, ‘a new Women’s Liberal 
Association was very successfully started at Cleator Moor, 
on the occasion of a concert and tea of the Liberal Associa- 
tion. Mrs. Ainsworth, the wife of the Liberal candidate, 
consented to become president, and Mrs. Richardson, 
secretary. About fifty members joined. Letters were read 
from Miss Orme, LL.B., and Miss Macdonell. It was 
decided to call an early meeting of all who had given their 
names. 


* 
- * _ & 

At a meeting held at the Littleborough Reform Club on 
Thursday evening, April 4th, presided over by Mrs. James 
Schofield, it was unanimously decided that a Women’s Lib- 
eral Association be formed at Littleborough, to be a 
branch of the one already established at Middleton, in the 
county of Lancaster. Mrs. Moss, of Hyde, addressed the 
meeting in a very eloquent and interesting manner, after 
which the election of officers took place, and the following 
appointments were made: Mrs. James Schofield, president ; 
Miss A. Wild, treasurer ; Mrs. Edwin Chadwick, secretary. 


* 

At a meeting of the Middleton Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion, held March 3oth, the following resolution was passed : 
“That this meeting desires to express its deep grief at the 
death of the Right Hon. John Bright, and to offer its sincere 
sympathy with Mr. Bright's family at the great loss they have 
sustained.” : 


. 
A correspondent of the Methodist Times writes :— 
“ Some of the ladies who have joined the ranks of the 


STOCKPORT. 


A BAZAAR under the auspices of the Liberal Association was 
opened at Stockport by the Countess of Aberdeen. The 
object of the promoters is to raise a sum of about £3,000. 

The scheme of decoration is a reproduction of the market 
place of Stockport as it appeared a hundred years ago. 

The Countess of Aberdeen, who was received with 
cheers, said they had come to work, and she did not wish to 
change the programme into one of talk. At the same time 
she hoped they would allow her to convey Lord Aberdeen’s 
most hearty good wishes for the success of the undertaking. 
(Applause). Lord Aberdeen regretted he had not been able 
to accompany her. She had, indeed, some trouble, when he 
came to the railway station with her, to prevent him coming 
on too. (Laughter.) It seemed to her, the great thing they 
had to do was to make people think. When the truth about 
things was known there was no reason to fear for the Liberal 
cause. (Applause.) She hoped the bazaar would have the 
result of putting the party organisation in the borough in 
proper working order. 

A vote of thanks was given to Lady Aberdeen, on the 
motion of Colonel M/‘Clure, seconded by Mr. W. E. 
Carrington. The bazaar is to remain open till Saturday night, 


\ 


EMPLOYEES IN RESTAURANTS, 


THE London correspondent of a provincial daily writes: 
“ Now that the rage for ‘slumming’ has abated, ladies with a 
benevolent bent may discover the rationale of a true and 
profitable ‘mission’ in the white slavery that exists in many 
London cafés and restaurants whose proprietors would 
shudder if they were not considered highly respectable. The 
following statements are based on the results of my own 
personal investigations: The average rate of pay to a 
waitress in one of these houses is ros. per week. Out of 
that she has to pay her lodgings, and she is required to pay 
for every article of food she consumes when at work at the 
same rate as an ordinary customer. She must wear a clean 
white apron and starched cuffs and collar every morning on 
arriving at the shop, and thus at least 2s. out of her scanty 
pay goes to the laundress. She begins work at eight and 
leaves off at nine—thirteen hours without an. interval of rest, 
for she must snatch her food in the intervals between serving 
customers, and—what amounts to nothing but absolute 
tyranny—she is forbidden tosit down even when she has no 
customers to serve. . Nor is this the full extent of the young 
woman’s unhappy lot. In not a few places the girls are 
prohibited from retaining any tips they may receive. They 
may take them but not keep them, the managers having an 
ingenious way of impressing upon their ‘hands’ that tips 
are ‘for the till,’ and a still more ingenious way of seeing 
that the edict is rigidly enforced. As a respectable girl can 
hardly obtain a lodging for less than half-a-crown a week, and 
she has to pay two shillings for ironing, to keep and clothe 
herself it is easy to see that she cannot have much of the 
luxuries of life out of her ten shillings a week. The physical 
injury caused by this system of white slavery is of itself 
sufficient to justify an effort to put it down, and when the nature 
of the temptations to which these girls are exposed is taken 
into consideration, it surely cannot be out of the legitimate 
scope of philanthropy to take some action in the matter. 
Here once more we fall back upon the only practicable 
method of assisting the workers—combination.” 


_ A SCOTCH MINISTER ON SCOTCH 
JUSTICE. 


THE Rev. David McQueen, of Edinburgh, in the course 
of a recent sermon, delivered himself of some severe strictures 
upon the morality of the Bench. Apropos of the execution of 
the unfortunate woman, Jessie King, he said: “If all the 
Justices, Sheriffs, and Law Lords had to undergo an exami- 
nation in moral character there would doubtless be several 


. vacancies in Parliament’ House. A knowledge of the ten 


commandments is as necessary as an acquaintance with 
Scotch law. Here isan example of justice in Scotland. I 
saw in an evening paper a letter written protesting against 
punishing newsboys with the lash for selling a paper on the 
sacred precincts of the Waverley Station. A poor hungry 
newsboy is standing at the entrance. A gentleman calls 
upon him to sell a paper. He complies. He is arrested, and 
dragged before a magistrate, and sentenced to the lash—the 
punishment meted out to the lowest form of offenders. For 
doing what? Earning an honest livelihood—seeking to keep 
himself from starvation or crime. A man with a wig and 
gown sends him to be tortured, and the little fellow leaves 
the prison writhing under the cruel lash. Beaten by drunken 
parents at home, sent out to the street to work while other 
children are warm and safe inside—fondled by a parent’s 
love—the little fellow struggles with frosty winds and mid- 
night breezes, and for his manly heroic pains is driven to | 
despair. The day is coming when this miserable farce of . 
Justice, and Sheriff Court, and Court of Session, will be ; 
trampled upon by an enlightened Christian conscience,” 
Commenting upon the recent action for breach of promise 
brought by an Aberdeen millworker against a gentleman, 
and the utterances of the Lord Justice-Clerk, Mr. McQueen 
continued: “This happened in Scotland—in a Court of 
Justice. The speaker was the Lord Justice-Clerk. This is 
his idea of morality. What should we do? Why, society 
should hiss him from the bench.” 
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The “WOMEN’S GAZETTE” is published 
at 1, PATERNOSTER BUILDINGS, 


LONDON, EC. 


TO OUR READERS. 


We are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women’s Gasette at the bookstalls of the principal 
railway stations. Any complaints should be sent to us. 


eed 
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LONDON, SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 1889. 


WE offer our sincere condolences to the Birmingham Tories. 
“ Experientia docet.” They have long groaned under the yoke 
of Chamberlainism. By a painful incident they have now 
arrived at a true estimate of the character of the founder of 
that new school of intrigue for self-aggrandisement. We 
must apologise for having said even as much as this upon a 
subject which must be extremely repulsive to our readers, 
and which is certainly not warranted by the political 
importance of the individual most involved. It is with the 
circumstances under which the election in Central Birmingham 
is being fought that we are concerned, and these are well 
worthy the attention of Liberal women. It was inevitable 
that there should be a contest for the seat rendered 
vacant by the death of its late lamented representative. In 
a matter where the most sacred convictions were so much at 
stake, Mr. Bright would have been the first to have expressed 
his scorn—as only he could express it—for any concession to 
sentiment, whether to that of heredity or of party. But 
whatever might have been the intentions of the local Liberal 
leaders at Birmingham, in regard to a contest for the 
vacant seat, the matter has been practically taken out of 
their hands by the internecine strife of the last few days, 
which has tended to illustrate, in a peculiar degree, the 
nature of the basis upon which rests “the Union of the 
Unionist party.” From the explanations which have been 
given by those in a position of authority, it appears that (1) By a 
compact entered into some time ago, and confirmed at a later 
period, when the death of Mr. Bright was imminent, it was 
agreed between the local Liberal Unionists and the Conserva- 
tives that whenever a vacancy unhappily occurred Lord Ran- 
dolph Churchill should be the candidate, and that he should 
receive the support of both sections of the great and united 
Unionist party. (2) That Mr. Chamberlain was privy to the 
arrangement. (3) That on the very day of Mr. Bright’s 
funeral his son was approached through the agency of Mr. 


Chamberlain, with a view to his becoming a candidate for the 


seat. (4) That in the words of one of the Conservative 
delegates, “Mr. Chamberlain and his friends prevented 
Lord Randolph Churchill from standing.” This gives in 
brief the history of the “split” in the Unionist camp at 
Birmingham. Except for the fact that Lord Randolph 
Churchill would have been a much more formidable 
candidate than Mr. John Albert Bright, it can be a matter of 
no concern to us who is chosen to hold aloft the tattered 
rags which do duty for the Unionist ensign. But the con- 
dition of affairs revealed by this “ little rift within the lute ” is of 
more than local significance. It serves to tear away the 
flimsy garb which has hitherto draped that greatest of shams, 
the “Union of the Unionist party.” It is no exaggeration now 
to affirm that the only link by which this fortuitous concourse 
of sectarian atoms is bound together is a violent hatred of 
Mr. Gladstone. They—this unholy alliance of antediluvian 
Whigs, renegade Radicals, fossilised Tories, and rebel 
Orangemen—have but this one thing in common. It is an 
alliance which was fraudulently entered into, and which has 
only been maintained by the most barefaced recantation of 
political opinions, and the absolute subversion of moral 
principles. The ‘“ Union of the Unionist party,” therefore, may 
safely be left to the fate which sooner or later has overtaken 
all similar frauds. As a factor in current politics, it is visibly 
crumbling away. Before long the places that know it now 
shall know it no more, and the memory of the Chamberlains 
and the Balfours, who are here to-day and gene to-morrow, 
will not long survive it. 

In the meantime, the verdict of the electors of Central 
Birmingham will be looked forward to with unusual interest, not 
to say excitement. The anxiety with which the situation is 
regarded by our Heaven-sent Prime Minister, can be estima- 


ted by the personal intervention at Lord Salisbury’s own 


request of his distinguished nephew, Mr. Balfour. The 
coercionist for once appeared in the ré/e of an apostle of 
conciliation. To all appearance he displayed but little relish 
for the task he had in hand. He urged upon his hearers at 
the Conservative council meeting to resolve that “ whoever 
else should be returned for Central Birmingham it should 


not be a Gladstonian Radical.” This was scarcely compli- 


“mentary to Mr. Albert Bright. Another speaker volunteered 


that although it was ‘“‘a bitter pill” to have to support Mr. 
Jesse Collings in 1886, it was a worse dose which they were 
now asked to swallow by “Dr. Balfour.” But there was one 
loyal and patriotic soul who averred that he “ would vote for 
a block of wood to save the Union.” It remains to be seen 
whether the electors of Central Birmingham will prove them- 
selves so unworthy the possession of the rights of citizenship 
as to vote “for a block of wood,” or whether they will be 
equal to the opportunity now presented to them of lifting 
their community once more into the position, from which it 
has temporarily fallen, of being in the vanguard of progress. 
If they are true to the old watchword of “ Measures not 
men,” and to the earlier teachings of their late representative, 


we shall have no fear of the result of the polling on Monday 
next, 
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his speech at ——— ingham Mr. Balfour went out of his So, in spite of Mr. Balfour's letter to the ere 
Sg acknowledge that the support of Liberal Unionists in | Central National Society for Women’s Suffrage, the Bill 


i had been, in fact, the very breath of life to the 
mame He confessed that without it they would long 
ago have been swept from office by the votes of the Oppo- 
sition. Jpso facto, the electors will do well to note that the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland enforces the doctrine preached 
by Mr. Gladstone—‘hat of all those who are in any way 
responsible for the iniquitous policy pursued by the Govern- 
ment in Ireland, none are so directly involved as the Liberal 
Unionists. 

Pir . 
The painful scene at the execution of the unfortunate man, 
Stafford, on Monday morning, again calls attention to the 
serious nature of the responsibility thrown upon the ministers 


Secretary State for Scotlan 
Lieutenant—the sole responsibility for the life or death of 
a prisoner. The evils of the present system are, of course, 
especially manifested when a sentence of death is accompanied 
by a recommendation to mercy from the jury. In the case 
of Stafford, to whom we have ref two juries had 
disagreed, and a third had to be empanelled. Even then, 
Jacie, there was no evidence of deliberate intent to 


The execution of the unfortunate. woman, Jessie King, in 
Scotland, the other day, is another case in point. There is 
every reason to believe that had the final decision as to the 
fate of these two victims rested with a properly constituted 
tribunal of three or more members, the extreme sentence of 
the law would never have been carried into effect. Itisa 
subject well worthy the attention of Women’s Liberal 
Associations, and to them we commend it. 


* 
** 


In another column we publish an appeal from Miss Black, 
on behalf of the women weavers in the north, who are out on 
strike. Our readers have hitherto displayed such a keen 
interest in the movements to which we have from time to 
time referred, as ing upon the industrial position of 
women, that we feel sure they will not allow the present 
opportunity to go by without some practical token of their 
appreciation uf the independence shown by these women 
weavers, who, at the present time, are making such a gallant 
stand. It will be seen that the workpeople of the district 
have already done their part. It remains for the public to 
do theirs. We have also received from Miss Black a copy 
of the rules of the new Protective Association for Warehouse, 
Stores, and Shop Assistants. To this we hope to refer in 
another issue, at an early date. 

* 


* @ 

It is to be hoped that Sir John Lubbock’s Shops (weekly 
half-holiday) Bill will not be included in the inevitable 
“ massacre of the innocents,” occasioned by the muddling and 
blundering ginger ig Sona of public business by the 
Government in the House of Commons. The Bill may 
briefly be described as one for introducing local option into 
the closing of shops, so that on one day of the week, within 
a certain district, they may be closed from’ two o'clock. It 
is unn to defend the principle of this Bill. It may 
be said to be one which affects women in a peculiar degree, 
not only because the bodily health and strength of very large 
numbers of female shop assistants and others are at the 
present time, and under the present system, being utterly 
ruined, but because the bill deals with an evil not wholly 
without effect upon their moral character, and the oppor 
tunities afforded them for mental culture. Female shop 
assistants, as a class, are entitled to the practical sympathy 
of women everywhere. But inasmuch as women them- 
selves are the principal shoppers, they have it mostly in their 
own hands to confer the benefits of shorter hours upon a 
very deserving body of employees. One means of doing this 
is to shop only within reasonable hours ; another, to petition 


in favour of Sir John Lubbock’s Bill, and thus secure its . 


passing into law ; and lastly, by promoting its local application 
after it has become law. In the meantime a policy of 
“boycotting,” adopted towards houses known to 
8tessors, would not be wholly indefensible. 


oe ae 


discussion after all, What a pretty spectacle, to be sure! that 
a Government, the Prime Minister of which has pledged 
himself over and over again in favour of extending the 
Suffrage to Women, absolutely refuses to exert his influence 
to do as much as to secure a day for the discussion of the 


pledges” must by this time have reached zero. And 
what is the attitude displayed towards the Government in 
this coup d'etat by the new Unionist Suffrage Society (as 
represented by Fawcett, Mr. T. W. Russell, Mr. 
Caine)? Not even a whisper of blame! It is true they held 
a meeting on Tuesday. It is true they deplored the loss of 
the Bill, but instead of passing a vote of censure upon the 
Government, they coolly put the whole blame i the 
shoulders of poor Mr. Woodall. It remains to be seen 


yal by 
the Unionist element will be strong enough to put first 
and women second. We are sometimes told Ree then 
columns are devoted to the interests of “ Gladstonianism,” 
and not to those of women. We frankly confess that we do 
not know what is meant by “ Gladstonianism,” but here is a 
great opportunity for our critics to distinguish themselves, by 
ing us what to do under similar circumstances, should 
they ever occur, when a Liberal Government is in power ? 
*"s 

The movement for extending Women’s Clubs seems likely 
to take a new turn—that is to say, if the suggestion—and a 
very excellent one it is—made by Mrs. Kitchin, in our 
columns, is responded to as it deserves to be. A “Ninety 
Club,” as pourtrayed by Mrs. Kitchin, modelled after the 
fashion of the Eighty Club, should not fail to be an impor- 
tant centre of political usefulness, subject only to the condition 
that sufficient members are found willing to join to make it 
a great success. At the present time there is no room in the 
political world for failures. ; 


+ 
® & 

It will be seen that the West Edinburgh Women’s Liberal 
Association has resolved to send two delegates to Ireland at 
Faster, in conjunction with those who, it is hoped, will be 
going from the south. As the time is now getting short, we 
would urge upon all those who think of joining the deputation 
to communicate immediately with Miss Ellen Chapman, the 
Limes, Winchester. Miss G. E. Southall (Birmingham) has 
forwarded £1 towards the fund for helping poor associations 
who wish to send delegates, 

® 
* & 

Says an American journal: ‘“ The sorrows and the horrors 
of a wife with a drunken husband, or a mother with a 
drunken son, are as near the realisation of hell as can be 
reached in this world at least. The shame, the indignation, 
the sorrow, the sense of disgrace for herself and her children, 
the poverty and not unfrequently the beggary, the fear and 
the fact of violence, the lingering, life-long struggle and 
despair of countless women with drunken husbands, are 
enough to make al] women curse wine, and engage unitedly 
to oppose it everywhere as the enemy of their sex.” The 
Nevada Assembly has passed a bill prohibiting the sale of 

intoxicating liquor to women. 
as 

Writing of the recent ‘Eastern Dream” Bazaar at the 
London residence of the Earl and Countess of Aberdeen, a 
correspondent of the Manchester Guardian says: “The best 
make-up was that of Lady Aberdeen’s little children, who 
were dressed in genuinely Oriental costumes, and had their 
faces stained with coffee. Mrs. and Miss Gladstone, both 


dressed in deep mourning for Sir Thomas Gladstone, were 
among the saleswomen.” 


* 
at 
Just as we are going to press we have received a telegram 
announcing that the four women candidates for the South- 


rt Board of Guardians have all been successful. We 
eartily congratulate the victors and their eupporters. 
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Women’s Liberal Associations. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS. __ 
ALDERLEY 


EDGE AND WILMSLOW LADIES’ 
HOME RULE UNION. 

A meeting was held in the Assembly Room of the Queen’s 
Hotel, Alderley Edge, on Thursday week, under the 
auspices of the Wilmslow and Alderley Edge branch of the 
Ladies’ Home Rule Union. Amongst those present were 
Mr. W: C. Brocklehurst, J.P., who occupied the chair; Mr. 
A. Fryer, the Rev. J. C. Odgers, Mr. Arthur Haworth, Mr. 
G. Pearson, Mr. John Ramsbottom, Mr. Hugh Hough, Mr. 
Hervey, Mr. Greg, jun. (Styal), Mr. Hicks, Mrs. Hicks, Miss 
Hervey, Miss Pearson, Miss B. M. Goodier, Mrs. Fryer, Miss 
8. M. Fryer, Mrs. Gibbons, Miss Ramsbottom. 

The Ohairman thought that the Union spoke a great deal 
for the courage, kindness, and good feelin of the ladies of 
Wilmslow and Alderley . He would call upon Mr. 

er to move the first resolution. 

. Fryer proposed ‘‘ That this meeting congratulates Mr. 
Parnell on the successful exposure of the calumnies levelled 
at him by the J'imes and its abettors, and expresses its full 
confidence in his honesty and sincerity of purpose, being 
firmly convinced that a Liberal measure of Home Rule is the 
only ble basis of a true and lasting union between the 
peoplé of Great Britain and Ireland ; and trusts that notwith- 
standing the aig tyrannies of a misguided Government, 
Irishmen will 


more: than ever careful to discourage acts 
of violence, which can_ only injure and delay their great 


cause.” (Hear, hear.) The speaker said for Alderley that 
was a very fine meeting. This resolution might be divided 
into two branches: one had reference to their sympathy 
with Mr. Parnell, and the other was that they hoped the 
Irish would discourage acts of violence. Many of them were 
of opinion that the patience of the Irish was past all praise. 
(Hear, hear.) 
Mr. A. Hawo in seconding the resolution, spoke at 
t length on matters appertaining to Ireland. e urged 
em to unite their forces, and assist in returning a Liberal 
for the Knutsford Division. (Hear, hear.) 

Miss Orme, LL.B. who was received with cheers, said that 
things were a great deal more lively in the north than in 
the south. (A voice, ‘‘What about Kennington?”) The 
speaker said that it was very hard work at Kennington to 

t the candidate in at all, they also had very hard work at 
Enfield, but they only err toe | to reduce the Conservative 
majority. In London, we have debates on Home Rule, and 
the other day I wrote to the head-quarters of the Primrose 
League and asked them to send a lady member of the league to 
take part in a discussion, and received the following reply : 
‘‘T am instructed by the Grand Councillor (or something of 

es of our poeue shall take part in any 
open political discussion.” erg a ter.) She said she liked 
mrose dames. The other 


already got nearly half a million sign 
g has 


Secretary. = cee you take a protest so ge ge? i daly! 
like to get your name on this Prot. of Dublin. Itonly 
eel it a very great privi- 
loge to have gehen golden opportunlty. If you se 
one, you ought to listen to what rte Nah 7 oa ia =e vee 
terms but very convincing, ,(Hetr, beat) Tend Acts have 


ought to have done. They ou ht to have been passed by 


by en ree at West- 
iss Orme then_ proceed 


to give a very 
i i tem. 

interesting account of the Irish ne sys' ape 

thank posed - F. g, Esq., and 
St ri Ex, was comied unanimously. : 
iven to the chairman, pro- 


A. secon y G. Pearson, Esq., was also 


posed by Miss Orme, seconded 
carried. 


—_—_—_—— 


BEDFORD. 

ting was held on Friday, April 5th, at the Liberal 

Gia, wanted. ‘to form a Women’s Liberal Association- 

The room was crowded, between 300 and 400 women being 
present. 


The chair was taken by Lady Isabella Whitbread, who 


great reforms they were pressing forward 
that lay immediately before them was not so much how to 
make a happy England as a happy. Ireland. They would 
find that as they solved the Irish di 

solving their own. ceed Pari] century t: = hese guarded 
the interests of a mere han nd 

their friends, and now the tenants’ wrongs cried out for 
ae redress. Before this could be accomplished the 


said: I think you all know the eae of our meeting here 
to-day—to form a Women’s Liberal Association. The time 
seems to have come when it is necessary for women to know 
something of the questions of the ag be We all know that 
a@ woman's proper sphere is her home, but there is no reason 
why she should make a worse daughter, wife, or mother, 
because she. interests herself in public puesucns. Women 
are said to be naturally conservative. I do not know that 
this is true, but if they are there is no reason why they 
should not learn to know better. This is one great object of 
Liberal Associations to educate, to spread a clear knowledge 
of the principles of Liberalism. I think if women are to 
exercise influence in politics, it should be done quietly and 
unobtrusively. They should try to inform themselves on the 
questions of the day, and then a inform others. We do 
not want violent partisanship. ose are the most really 
liberal-minded who can see both sides of a question, and who 
will work more for the truth than for mere party. 

Mrs. Bateson, of Cambridge, followed with an able address 
on the principles of Liberalism, saying that as the meeting 
was an inaugural one, it would be more Brproprste for her to 
deal with the sae ef aaperatiom as a whole oe to dwell 
upon any spec eature in the programme of the party. 
Liberaliem was a “liberating” a ‘‘setting free,” and oproenl 
to the principles of Conservatism, which was founded on the 
idea of self-preservation, evidenced in the delusive cry that 
* our country,” ‘our church,” and ‘‘ ow intenests,” were in 
danger, when some specially noble measure for the good of 
others was proposed instanced by the reception of the pro- 

1 to give Home ‘Rule to Ireland. The speaker said that 
he growth of Liberalism was slow but sure, that the poor, 
who were rendered apathetic by their very peste would 
gradually awake to a perception of what they could do, and 
would see how ee d could release themselves from the bon- 
dane under which they were suffering, and urged all present 
to do what they could to strengthen th 
in Bedford. 

The names of between 200 and 300 were then enrolled as 
members of the Association, after which the proposed rules 
were carried and the various officers and committee elected, 
Lady Isabella Whitbread consenting to be president. 


e cause of Liberalism 


BINGLEY. 


A public tea in connection with this association has 
been held in the Primitive Methodist Schoolroom, and was 
well attended. After tea a meeting was held, presided 


over by Mrs. Ferrand. Mrs. W. P. Byles, of Bradford, was 
the principal speaker. 


In the course of her address, Mrs. Byles said that women 


had come to feel that they had duties outside their own 
homes. 


Peucee of serving their fellow-citizens. ( 
ey 


They only asked for the opportunity and the 
ear, hear.) 
wanted to strengthen the hands of the men in the 


The question 


fficulty they would be 


ul of people, the lords and 


rish people must be freed from a most irritating and galling 


aon under which they laboured, namely, the police 
system. 


It was to the rectification of wrongs like those of 
the system of police repression and to help in obtaining the 


freedom of their Irish brothers and sisters that they were 
called. lause.) 


A vote oP thanks was accorded to Mrs. Byles, on the 
motion of Miss Moulden, seconded by Miss Crabtree. The 
meeting closed soon afterwards with a similar compliment 
to Mrs. Ferrand. 


—— 


BRADFORD. 


A tea and public meeting were held on Saturday last in 
Kensington Hall, Girlington, under the joint auspices of the 
Bradford Women’s Liberal Associations and the Girlington 
Women’s Liberal Club. About 400 persons sat down to a 
substantial tea, and at the meeting which followed the hall 
was crowded to the doors. A mixed programme, comprising 
addresses, songs, and the exhibition of Irish views, was gone 
through. Thechair was occupied by Mrs. Alfred Illingworth. 


Miss Orme, LL.B., of London, delivered an address, in 
which she particularly referred to the work of women’s 
Liberal organisation in London. She specially dwelt on the 
cause that made Toryism so powerful in London—plural 
votes—and said that the great thing to be aimed at there 
was to get registration pene and to get one man 

en, 


restric to one vote. 1 she predicted the whole 
representation of the Metropolis would be_ changed. 
Experience showed that the t majority of the real 


inhabitants of a district in London were Liberals, but that 
they were usually outvoted by outsiders and by means of fagot 
votes. With regard to the Irish question, Miss Orme said 
that the great business of women was to spread information, 
especially among those whé do not take the trouble to read 
for themselves, and to tell them the truth about Ireland. 
She particularly recommended as valuable in carrying 00 
such work successfully that canvassers should take up som” 
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icula: uip themselves well with facts upon the 
Lag 7 Lapel nem amongst those with wines they 
came into contact. Miss Orme also touched in her address 
upon cases of eviction, suffering on the part of the tenantry 
and of unjust rents which had come within her personal 
knowledge in Ireland. 
> Mrs. We P. Byles subsequently re an address, which 
was illustrated by limelight views o 


rful la bel ated to Me 375 Nayhc. 
b we! ntern belon, r. 8. 8. Naylor. 
fignee -coene « of them Irish—were given by Miss Rycroft, 
Miss Tidswell, Mr. a and Mr. pe eogeorene and Miss 
Booth gave a recitation. A very meeting con- 
cluded with the usual votes of thanks. 


BREDBURY. 

The inaugural meeting of the Bredbury and Romiley 
Women’s Liberal Association was held on Saturday in the 
Primitive Methodist Schoolroom, Woodley. After tea the 
chair was taken by Miss Ashton, and there were also pre_ 
sent Mrs, C. E. Schwann, Rev. H. E. and Mrs. Dowson, Mrs, 
Lofthouse, Mr. and Mrs. 8S. Buckley, Mr. and Mrs. Cocks, 
the Misses Dowson, Messrs. W. Lancaster, T. Buckley. D, 
Smith, T. Goodfellow, L. Welford, and A. Lee, president of 
the Oldham Liberal Club. The room was well filled. The 
company having joined in singing a political version of 
‘Auld Lang Syne,” Miss Astdon announced that Mr, 
Schwann, M.P., who had been expected to be present, was 
unavoidably kept away in consequence of a promise to 


attend a political meeting in the Radcliffe division. The - 


following letter has been received by Mrs. Lofthouse, the 
sccretary, from Mrs. Jacob Bright: ‘31, St, James’s Place, 
London, March 3lst.—Dear Madame, I am sorry I cannot be 
with you on the interesting occasion of the inauguration of 
your Ladies’ Liberal Association. You are beginning work 
where it is much needed, and at a most favourable time for 
enlisting the energies of women, for we have before us in 
the near future a glorious victory to win—one in which the 
agency of women may be fitly manifested, for it is a victory 
of moral force over brutal coercion, of sympathy over 
dried-up notions of political economy, of love and friendli- 
ness over distrust and hate. I wish you all success in your 
brave endeavour, and have no doubt your new association 
will render valuable help to the Liberal cause at the next 
election.” (Applause.) 


Miss Ashton, in the course of anaddress, said Liberalism 
sepresen (et the cause of progress and freedom, of equali 
before the law, and respect for liberty of speech. Women's 
Liberalism represented all those things as touching women 
in particular. That association had for its object the politi- 
cal, social, and moral welfare of women, and the ameliora- 
tion of their sition as much as possible. Women’s 
Liberal Associations were intended to promote sound, sober, 
and earnest opinion, and in fact to create opinion amongst 
the women. Women had to be taught to put forward 
clearly what it was they wanted, why they wanted it, and 
how they meant to get it; and in order to do that they 
must organise. There it was that politics came in. At 
Eeveent women were not allowed to speak directly in legis- 

tion, and their ony means of making themselves heard 
therefore was to he P to carry the representative who 
would support the policy which they wished to see prevail. 
No one denied the influence of women, and it would bea 
sorry day for England if it ever should be said that women’s 
influence upon public life did not tend to quicken and 
ennoble it. If women urged and actively advocated a policy 
of justice in our system-of government, she was not afraid 
for the future of our national life. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. H. E. Dowson, in warmly commending the 
association to support, said he thought the Liberal erty 
had reason to be in splendid sed just now. He 
passed that morning ugh Birmingham, and in the 

pers published there he of the happy political family 
n Birmingham. (Laughter.) The scene at Birmingham 
indicated that the Unionist party would not stick together 
much’ longer, and when they fell out the country must be 
appealed to He urged Liberals, therefore, to be ready for 
a contest at any moment. 

Schwann, who was received with much cordiality, 
said it was becoming more evident every day that women 
must take their place in politics. Woman not step out 
of her sphere in taking a larger interest in questions that 
affected the country peneelly- After all, women as well as 
men were citizens of the places in which they resided. It 
had never been said that they had not an educational place, 
and how could they take that place rightly without ape. 
something about the great questions of the day, and o 
subjects which were stirring the hearts of ae m ? 
vegies Mrs. Schwann spoke in condemnation of the 
policy of the government in Ireland, and said that when 
they read accounts of the terrible scenes at evictions in 
Ireland she wondered the people of the country did not rise 
en masse and say that such proceedings should no longer 

on. She wished that association every success, and 
she had no doubt women, by means of such o tions, 
would do something worthy of themselves and worthy of 


sngiah poles: 
_ Mrs. wson, Mrs. A. Lee, and other speakers, addressed 


the meeting; and on the motion of Mr. W. Lancaster 
seconded by Mr. .8, Buckley, a hearty vote of thanks was 
paneen wann for ———- During : 
ng a selection of vocal and instrumental music oe ian 


the performers being Mise M. Ashton, Miss ¥. Smit pease 
the Misses Dowson, Mr. J. D. Smith, Mr. Pi H 
and Mr. Enos Andrew. sec exes Hoan, 


HORNSEY. 


The Hornsey Women’s Liberal Association and Hornsey 
Liberal and Radical Association held a successful con- 
versazione in Finsbury Park Hall, on April 3rd. The Hall, 
which was well filled, was artistically decorated with flags, 
evergreens, &c.; Mr. Holiday's splendid cartoon, and Mr, 
Walter Orane’s maps, which adorned St. James's Hall at the 
Protest Meeting, were kindly lent for the occasion. Tea and 
coffee were provided, after which addresses were given. The 
chair was taken by Mr. Carvell Williams, and there were 
present the Countess of Aberdeen, Lord Kensington, Mr. 
Bernard Molloy, M.P., Mr. W. H. Fairbairns, Rev. T. Eynon 
Davies and others. 

Mr. Carvell Williams referred to the death of Mr. Bright, 
and said the Liberal party had been deprived of one of the 
most illustrious men who had ever been connected with it. 
Mr. Bright had dared to be in the aoe seenomy vee or 
a nee shoot Dy Wa ane oe wee advocate of an un- 
popular cause. e have now a great leader who is happily 
spared, who is still with some an object of obloquy and 
reproach ; his followers are taking co from the career 
and success of the departed statesman and are di to 
go on and conquer. 
against Sir J MsGen 1H ) i i tly wi the 

r James are. spoke earnestly upon 
duty of Liberals to educate iia uauees of the working peagis 
who are more ignorant on political questions in the home 
counties than anywhere else. The Liserals had given them 
the right to vote and on the Liberals devolves the duty of 
teac them how to use it. 

Mr. W. H. Fairbairns (who met with an enthusiastic 
rece wished he could tell how he had won Enfield 
instead of how he lost it. He believed it was good to contest 
every election--it stirred up men and women to think more 
deeply, it was a means of political education, and it showed 
the Irjsh that we sympat with them. He thanked the 
Liberals of Hornsey for their help in the late contest, and 
especially the ladies, and congratulated them on having 
formed a Women’s Liberal Associa’ 


tion. 

The Oountess of Aberdeen (President of the Hornse 
Women’s Liberal Association), who was cordially received, 
said the strength ofa party lay in the strength of ite indi- 
vidual members, and the Liberals must see to it that their 
work is directed towards the making of strong and thoughtful 
men and women, who can give a reason for the faith that is 
in them. They must be taught to read and think for them- 
selves. They might look with envy on more favoured spots 
where results were more speedy, but must remember 
that every cause which is healthy and flourishing must 
receive a certain amount of persecution. They must not be 
carried away by enthusiasm and forget the t principles 
which underlie all their actions. If the foundations are true 
they will find that Liberal principles ennoble, purify, and 


beautify life. e 

Mr. Bernard Melloy, M.P. referred to the good work done 
by Mr. Parnell and the Irish party in securing the abolition 
of flogging in the army, in exposing the sweating system, 
and in the throwing open of the British Museum in the 
evening for the benefit of the working classes. Fighting for 
this was called “obstruction.” He called it fighting the 
battle for the poor and weak. He characte the talk 
about separation as foolish and ridiculous, and showed that 
the Irish Catholics had never in the past persecuted those 
who differed from them in religion. When John Wesle 
was persecuted in England, he found a re in Irelan 
where he received a hearty welcome. The partner of W. H. 
Smith in Ireland was an Irish Protestant in sympathy with 
Home Rule. 

Rev. T. Bynon Davies moved and Mr. Brooke and Mr. T. 
Fraser Black supported a vote of thanks to Lady Aberdeen, 
Lord Kensington and the other s ers. Songs and reci- 
tations were given at intervals by Mi ith Higgins, Miss 
Emily Davies, Mr. John Probert, Mr. James Blackney and 
Mr. Sidney Williams, which contributed to the success and 
pleasure of the evening. . 


LEEDS. 


A BRANCH AT HUNSLET. 

Under the auspices of the South Leeds Liberal Association, 
a meeting was held last week at the Hunslet Mechanics’ 
Institute, to consider the desirability of forming a branch of 
the Leeds Women’s Liberal Association at Hunslet. Prior 
to the meeting tea was partaken of by upwards of seventy 
ladies in the Temperance Hall, Belinda Street. Oouncillor 
Gilston presided over the meeting at the Mechanics’ Insiitute, 
and was supported by Mrs. Byles (Bradford), Mrs. Connon 
(hon. sec. of the Leeds Women’s Liberal Association), Mrs. 
Agnes. Sunley, Miss Passavant, Miss Howe, Councillors 
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Hunt and Pickersgill, Messrs. J, Batley (Farnley), J. O, 
Dodgshun, T. Dawson, M. Lawson, W. Cartwright, and 
others. Letters regretting the inability of the writers to be 
present were received from Sir Lyon Playfair, M.P., and 
Mr. W. Beckworth. Mrs. A. C. Scatcherd wrote, ‘I strongly 
advocate women joining the existing men’s Liberal Associa- 
tions. Thus men and women work side by side and learn 
their interests are one. I regret the fact of Women’s Liberal 
Associations joining the Federation of Women’s Libera] 
Associations, with its head-quarters in London. There is 
already too much centralisation. The Women’s Liberal 
Federation is an echo, rather than a voice with a ring of ite 
own. Why cannot Hunslet Women stand alone (unless 
they join men’s associations), or join the National Reform 
Union? I am always glad to visit Hunslet; but, you see, 
I'm not the advocate you want in this case. *I am sorry it is 
so. Besides, you have a host in Mrs. Byles herself.” a 
e Chairman said that they were met that night to 
Pricey ‘the question of organisation. In recent elections in 
South Leeds the ladies had turned out in considerable 
numbers to aid Liberal sen iieter one they had done a eee 
‘share of the work by which the Liberal victories had n 
achieved. (Hear, hear.) There never was a time when Lib- 
erals needed more to work shoulder to shoulder than the 
Ocoee, Wennen! referring to Mrs. Scatcherd’s letter, said she 
-hoped the time would ultimately come when men and 
women would work together in jee ge matters. They 
were not, however, yet ready for t. There were many 


sensible, helpful wemen, strong in their determination to | 


ren who were too timid to get up ina moons and express 
their views before men. Such women would be the very 
back-bone and support of a Women’s Liberal Association. 
Until women felt braver she did not see how they and the 
men could work together. She was there that night to sug- 
to the women that the East and West Hunslet and 
uth Wards should join together and form a branch of the 
Leeds Women’s Liberal Association. (Hear, hear.) 

Mrs. Byles said she always listened with respect to what 
Mrs. Scatcherd said. The letter from that lady had in- 
terested her, perhaps all the more so because she did not 

uite agree with it. (Laughter.) Mrs. Scatcherd regretted 
the formation of their Federation in London. That was, she 
(Mrs. Byles) thought, because Mrs. Scatcherd had not been 
to one of the meetings. They felt very incomplete at the 
meeting of the Federation without Mrs. Scatcherd. If she 
saw how the Federation worked, and what the arra: 
ments were between the various associations, she would find 
they could not be called an echo, because they had no voice. 
The Federation simply consisted of an office, which afforded 
a means of communication between all thé associations. 
She (Mrs. Byles) quite with Mrs. Scatcherd that in 
every ideal political association men and women should work 
and in hand. But they must look at things as they were. 
Amongst women, quite as much as amongst men, there was 
as yet a timidity in rd to a complete on.’ There were 
several associations federated which had both men and 
women members. They believed in liberty of action and 
thought. Associations were allowed to work as they liked 
so lo as they helped the t cause onwa: The 
women’s associations were valuable in bringing women for- 
ward who had not the courage to face a mixed assembly. 
(Hear, hear.) After all, women were but novices in political 
work. They were far behind the men in political education. 
The associations they were forming were for educational 

and in a year or two they hoped to catch up to the 
men. The men and the women must march abreast. Power 
could only grow out of o tion. Mrs. Byles then gave 
an interesting and instructive account of her experiences in 
Ireland. In conclusion, she called upon the women of Huns- 
let to do what they could to bring about some + fees of 
Home Rule for Ireland, by which the country could be gov- 
erned by men who erstood her conditions, and bene 
about that ag ge peace, and happiness which they 
longed to see every cottage and home in the empire. 
(Applause.) Hunslet 

i, faylor, on behalf of the members of the le 

pee at ihe "National League, then ) ecg apie Mrs. Byles 
with an address expressing thanks for her _self-denying 
labours on behalf of the Irish people, and the hope that her 
life might long be so that she could continue the 
good work. 

Mrs. Byles replied in suitable terms. 

Mrs. Sunley, whee next : es meeting, 

nce the cause of wo i le 
che asked, wane good of all their education and sympathy 
and devotion if they could not give effect to 1t? eir asso- 
ciations should work for obey deoided to join the Feder- 
an ey dec 

ator eps ier to claim freedom of action in regard 
uestions. 
seconded by Councillor Hunt, 

On the motio that it was desirable to form a Women’s 

; for Hunsle 

Liberal Associtn and Mr, Oartwright also addressed the 


What, 


meeting. 


—_ 


KINGSWOOD. 
Tue WomMEN’s LIBERAL ASSOCIATION.—A concert, under 
the auspices of the Warwick and Leamington Liberal Asso- 
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ciation, was held in the public room adjoining Kingswood 
Hall, on Tuesday, the 2nd inst. Councillor Lloyd Evans, of 
Warwick, presided, and there was a a good attendance, 
The concert opened with a violin performance, “Petite 
Valse,” by Mr. S. H. Southey, Master A. Southey, anq 
Master Lloyd Evans. Mrs. Evans having sung “The Child. 
ren’s Home,”: the Chairman delivered a political address, 
Songs and duets were afterwards given by Mrs. Hayward, 
Mrs. Evans, and Master Evans; Mr. 8. H. Southey played a 
violin solo, for which he was warmly encored. Mrs. Holden 
Byles, of Leamington, spoke with much force and ability on 
the Irish question, and Miss Garrington, of Warwick, read 
an interesting paper especially addressed to the women 
present, though it was observed that the men also listened 
very closely to it, The proceedings closed with the National 
Anthem. Miss Rose Allen presided at the pianoforte and 
displayed much musical ability. The visitors were hospit- 
ably entertained by Mrs. Allen at Kingswood Hall. 


CREWE. 
Dr. J 


ulia Mitchell delivered an address on ‘“* Woman 
Suffrage ” last week, in the Haslington and the followin 
Friday in the Willaston Divisions of the Crewe Women’s 
Liberal Association. On both occasions Dr. J. Mitchell met 
with a most cordial reception, and was listened to by a 
highly appreciative audience of men and women. Mrs. 
Latham, widow of the late member, presided. Miss 
Bristowe, Mrs. Garnet, Miss Salisbury, the secretary, and 
others supported. : 


MANSFIELD DIVISION, 
NEWTHORP BRANCH. 


_ A social meeting was held by the above-named association 
in the New Connexion Schoolroom, Hill Top, April 8th. 
There was a good attendance. Mr. J. W. Clay, the president 
of the association, occupied the chair. Mrs. W. Hardy, of 
the Firs, Kimberiey, addressed the meeting, and axone'y 
condemned the harsh treatment of the Irish members y 
the present Government. The association, which is quite 
young, has a roll of 83 members. 


NORTH MANCHESTER. 


A meeting called by the North Manchester Women’s 
Liberal Association was held last week in the Zion School, 
Hall Street, Newton Heath, for the purpose of hearing an 
address on the ‘‘ Aims and Ends of Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tions,” by Mrs. Hoskin, of Sheffield. Mr. W. Trevor 
presided. 

Mrs. Hoskin, in delivering her address, explained that in 
Sheffield there was a Women’s Liberal iation for 
each of the five Parliamentary divisions. Each of the associa- 
tions worked independently. There was 4 central committee, 
which had a little oversight of the divisional associations, 
but it did not interfere with the associations at all. Each 
association sent six delegates to the central committee, the 
total membership of which, including presidents and vice 
presidents, numbered 36. In Manch: r, she was informed, 
there was only one Women’s Liberal Association—that in 
North Manchester. She hoped that ere long there would be 
such an association in every one of the Parliamentary 
divisions. A vote of thanks was accorded to Mrs. Hoskin 
for her address. 

A meeting, called by this Association, was held on Monday 
night, in the Gladstone Hall, Rochdale Road, for the purpose 
of hearing an address by Mr. Sydney ifax, on ‘Three 
Mialre. 0. E. Schwann, prosidout of the Aseoc 

. E. resident of the iation (wife of 
Mr. Schwann, the member for North Manchester), coupe 
the chair. In her opening remarks she referred to the value 
of Women’s Liberal Assqciations, and said she believed that 
women, by organising themselves in that way, might do 
much to raise the tone of political and public life. She 
believed that women might take an interest in public ques- 
tions, without do any harm either to themselves or to 
their womanhood. Those who had already joined the North 
Manchester Women’s Association testified the good effect 
the meetings had had upon them, and she ho t as the 
Association became more widely known it might increase in 
membership and in influence. Than the present moment, 
when the great question of the government of Ireland was 
to the front—a question which appealed to the heart as well 
as to the mind—there never was a better time for women 
coming forward and taking an interest in politics and taking 


ts . re in public life. 1 ived, sal 
. allifax, who was well received, congratula 
North Manchester ombaring a Women’s Liberal Association, 


and congratulated the Association on having so excellent a 
president as Mrs. Schwann. He hoped they would endeavour 
to carry forward the standard they had raised, and that they 
would try to plant Women’s Liberal Associations in ore 
part of Lancashire where they did not at present exist. He 
ventured to think that no study of the history of the past 
could so well fit the women of land to take their part in 
the government of the country, which assuredly they would 

ere long, as a close e tion of what was going on 
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after day in part of Ireland. The dearest thing to | the jury was that his lordship was even blacker than he was 

ee iahwomen was sanctity of the home, and there was painited. Vv many spcctunens could be given of the 
no place in the world where sanctity of the home was | cruel work that had been going on in Ireland in the interests 
being so ruthlessly destroyed and tramp ed upon as it was | of landlordism. Most of evictions referred to occurred 


the present . He proceeded to give details 
ar eamgerr tng I po § showed how ridiculous is the 


ually made by the supporters of the Govern- 
on is a grand success. 

lecture Mrs. Newton moved a vote of 

ifax. In the course of a bok hg speech 

hwomen and to 

sympa’ She also ex- 

ressed an opinion that Doyworang wae in some cases justi- 

Rable. She t to Coventry, and it some- 


supporting the National Protest, which was suppor by 
Mr. Henry, and others. On the motion of Mr. Hallifax, a 
heart; vote of thanks was accorded to Mrs. Schwann for 
presiding. ‘ 


NOTTINGHAM. 


St. ANN’s WARD WomMeEn’s LIBERAL ASSOCIATION.—In 
connection with this association a public tea meeting was 
held on Monday evening in the Methodist New Connexion 
Schoolroom, Lower Parliament Street, and was very well 
attended. Dr. J. Brown Sim (in the unavoidable absence of 
Mr. W. H. Farmer) presided, and amongst those present 
were Councillor and Mrs. Bennett, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. W. J. 
Douse, Mr. Tootell, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Wardle, Mr. Green, 
Mrs. Cowen, Mrs. Brown Sim, Mrs. Loverseed, Mrs. Wild, 
Mrs. Keywood, Miss White, Mrs. Rippon, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. 
Saunderson, Mrs. Thornley, Mrs, Clarke, Mrs. Mutch, and 
Miss Coleman (lion. sec.), During the evening vocal and 
instrumental music was given, and Mrs. Cowen gave her 
lecture on “Ireland,” written subsequent to two recent 
visits made by her. The lecture, which was a very interest- 
ing and instructive one, was illustrated by Mr. D. Wright's 
oxy-hydrogen lime light. Various picturesque scenes were 
depicted on the canvas, and excellent illustrations were 
given of Irish evictions, Votes of thanks were accorded 
to Mrs. Cowen and Dr. J. Brown Sim for presiding, and the 
meeting, which was an excellent one, terminated. 

as 

On Wednesday, April 3rd, a lecture on Ireland, illustrated 
by means of, dissolving views, was delivered by Mrs, 
Cowen (School Board), under the auspices of the Not- 
tingham Women’s Liberal Association, at- the Associa- 
tion Rooms, Wheeler-gate. There was a considerable atten- 
dance of ladies, and among others present were—Mrs. W. 
H. Farmer, Mrs, Orchard, Mrs. Smith (Long Eaton), Mrs. 
Gordon, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Train, Mrs. Green, the Misses 
Guilford, Miss Coleman, Miss Robinson, Mrs. Kirk, Mrs. 
Mycroft, Mrs. Atkey, Mrs. Woodward; as also Councillor 
pe the Rev. E. Rattenbury Hodges, and Mr, J. A. 

ke, 


Mrs. Cowen having described the from Holyh 

to Kingstown, gave interesting sketches of maces nae 
worthy in Dublin. Various picturesque scenes were depicted 
su uently, including the Giant’s Causeway. Irish evic- 
tions were dealt with, Gweedore being specially mentioned. 
Mrs, Cowen said that here, on the estate of Captain Hill, the 
bailiffs pa was protected by fifty baton men and fifty 
riflemen. e first house attacked was about three miles 
from the Gweedore Hotel, occupied by a widow eighty years 

’ of age, who owed five and a half year’s rent. The door was 
smashed by crowbars, and an entrance was effected notwith- 
standing the defence of the inmates, three girls and a boy, 
who threw boiling water at the emergency men. Father 
McFadden was present and declined to consent to the terms 
of settlement which included payment of the costs. After 
the party left possession was retaken. In the next house 
lived a widow who owed £5, and here such a vigorous 
defence was made that the resident magistrate ordered a 
firing party to form, and read the Riot Act, after which there 
was an active use of crowbars. Mrs. Cowen said that Father 
McFadden was one of the best known, as he was one of the 
most zealous, priests in Ireland. His name had become 
known zrincipaly because of his extraordinary efforts to 
rescue from misery and starvation his unfortunate parish- 
ioners in Gweedore. The audience were next taken to the 
South of Ireland, and caer mene of natural beauty were 
thrown upon the screen with effect. Again evictions were 
dealt: with, upon the Vandaleur and Clanricaida estates. 
The lecturer said that of all the Irish landlords notorious for 
ar cruel and unjust extortions Lord Clanricarde was one 
of the worst. He refused to make any reductions in his 
rents, although his tenants were quite willing to settle on 
Tcnable terms, as had been done on neighbouring estates. 
on nt had urged him to make some abatement, and 
fal ries e refused gave up his place. He afterwards recovered 
‘ oe Dublin Law Courts £2,500 es for a libel pub- 
against him by Lord Clanricarde, and the opinion of. 


name 
of the English 1 poe le, and that the cost came out of their 
kets. In e cost of the Irish Constab per 
ead of the inhabitants was Us. 4d.; in 1876 it was 3s, 11d. ; 
in 1881, 4s, 7d. ; in 5a, 7d.; and in 1888 it was 6s. In 
London more than £3,000,000 a year was voted for ery 
education, and for the police force 21,000,000. Now in Ire 
the sum of £800,000 was voted for primary education, and 
£1,500,000 for the police—excluding con localities 
for extra police. Lord Clanricarde had, or had, seventeen 
constables living in the houses of his unlet farms at a cost 
to the taxpayers of £1,200 a year. In conclusion, Mrs. Cowen 
asked for their sympathy on behalf of the Irish people. 
On the motion of Rev. E. Rattenbury Hodges, 
seconded by Mrs. Simpson, a most cordial vote of thanks 
was accorded to Mrs. Cowen, who replied in suitable terms, 


% 
* * 
SOUTHERN DIVISION. 

A joint meeting of the Executive Committees of Castle 
Ward and Bridge Ward Women’s Liberal Associations was 
held on Friday, April 5th, to which meeting representatives 
from each Ward in the Southern Division had been invited 
through the secretary of the respective Men’s Liberal 
Associations, The object of the meeting was to discuss the 
present position of Castle and Bridge Wards with regard to 
their inability under the present Federation rule of mem- 
bership to affiliate as separate ward associations with the 
Federation, and to send delegates to vote at the council 
meeting in London next May. The executive committees of 
Castle and Bridge Ward Associations have applied to the 
Federation for permission to affiliate. This, however, 
according to the present rules, cannot be granted except as 
an association representing a seperate Parliamentary 
division. Therefore, in order to affiliate and send represen- 
tatives to the council in May it is necessary to form an 
association for the Southern Division of Nottingham, which 
should include local associations of any or all of the six 
wards comprised in it. The following resolution was there- 
fore proposed by Mrs. Baggaley (president of the Bridge 
Ward Association), seconded by Mrs. W. W. Miller 
(treasurer of Castle Ward Association), supported by Mrs. 
A. Pyatt, and unanimously carried: “That steps be taken 
to form s Women’s Liberal Association in each ward in the 
Southern Division, and that those associations shall unite on 
the same principles as the Men’s Associations, and collec- 
tively form the ‘Southern Division Women’s Liberal 
Association,’ and, further, that this resolution shall be sent 
to each member of the men’s committee, and, through the 
secretaries of each of those committees to all the ladies in 
the several wards, known to hold Liberal views.” It was 
proposed that one or, if possible, more public meetings 
should be held in the division for the furtherance of this 
object. Mrs. Cowen has kindly consented to deliver her 
interesting lantern lecture on Ireland at each meeting. The 
committees of Castle and Bridge Ward Associations will be 
glad to co-operate with the men’s committees, and any 
local ladies interested in the work. Those who are willing 
to assist are requested to send their names and addresses 
to the secretaries of the Men’s Ward Associations. Signed 
on behalf of the meeting, Annie M. B. Bayley, president 
Castle Ward Association; Louisa Baggaley, president 
Bridge Ward Association. 


SOUTHPORT. 


The following letter hasbeen forwarded to Mrs. Harrington, 
wife of Mr. Edward Harrington, M.P. :— 


‘¢ Women’s Liberal Association, Southport Division, 

**14, Grosvenor Road, Birkdale, 2-4-’89, 
‘‘Dear Madam,—We, the undersigned members of the 
above association, have learned with dismay, from the letter 
of Mr. T. Harrington, M.P., to the Freeman’s Journal, the 
cruel circumstances under which you have been refused 
admission to Tullamore Gaol to pay the regulation visit to 
your husband, which the commonest criminal in the land is 
entitled to receive after the expiration of three months. We 
stigmatise as cowardly and revolting a system of govern- 
ment that can apply the term ‘g marks’ to a member 
of Parliament who has been returned unopposed, and we 

feel that our country has indeed sunk to a low stage of d 

radation when it can allow such persecution to go on in 
name. Your own noble character is not unknown to us, and 
in this hour of bitter trial we beg most respectfully and sor- 
rowfully to convey to you our heartfelt sympathy and the 


« 
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hope that this last ty to which 
hope th my cna saat low y you have been exposed 
and inevitable nature o 


lain, Mary Wubbe, _ Ellen Leese 


le, Emily Ryley, Mary Smi 
Ellen Mulgrew, Constance Wubbe,Haaneh 8. 
‘“*KaTE RYLEy, Hon. Sec.” 


WEST EDINBURGH. 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee of this Associa- 
tion held on Friday last—Mrs. Steel in the chair—it was 
agreed to utilise part of the £50 put at the disposal of the 
Association by an anonymous donor, by sending two mem- 
bers to Ireland in Easter week along with the deputations 
going from English Associations. On the motion of Mrs. 
Steel, seconded by Miss Lovell, the following resolution was 
carried : ‘That this committee heartily approves of the pro- 
posal for obtaining free education for Scotland by the appli 
cation of the probate duties to the payment of school fees; 
and request the Government to include this scheme in the 
forthcoming Local Government Bill for Scotland.” The 
secretary was instructed to forward copies of this resolu- 
tion to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Dr. Hunter, M.P.. 
and to Mr. Buchanan, M.P, 


WHITEHAVEN. 


On Friday week, a lecture was delivered in the Oddfellows 
Hall, under the auspices of the Whitehaven Women’s 
Liberal Association, by Miss Orme, LL.B., of London, on 
“Ireland.” Mrs. J. D. Kendall, president of the association, 
occupied the chair, and there were also upon the platform 
Mrs. W. H. Kitchin, Mrs. Jackson, Mrs. W. McGowan, Mrs. 
Christian, Mrs. Simon, Miss Pringle (Glasgow), Miss Glass, 
Miss Hartley, Dr. Jackson, Dr. Speirs (Cleator), Mr. E. Atter, 
Mr. W. H. Kitchin, Mr. T. Bowman, Mr. G. Nelson, and Mr. 
Joseph Jackson. There was a good attendance. 


The Chairwoman: Gentlemen and ladies,—Since last the 
Whitehaven Women’s Liberal Association met in this room, 
about sixteen months ago, on the occasion of its inaugural 
meeting, its members have, I am glad to say, considerably 
increased, and the association may now be looked upon as 
firmly established. (Applause.) In the future it hopes to 
do good for the Liberal cause in Whitehaven. Recently it 
has assisted in the formation of similar associations at 
Parton and Cleator Moor—(applause)—and its aim will be to 
extend the movement to other parts of the county. 

Mrs. Kitchin, who was received with applause, proposed 
the following resolution: “That this meeting protests 
against the indignities inflicted upon the chosen represen. 
tatives and trusted leaders of the Irish people, and denounces 
the insult that is thus levelled at a cause which the great 
majority of the Irish people consider sacred, and expresses 
deep sympathy with their sufferings in the time of trial 
through which they are now passing. (Applause.) I have 
lately read that Lord Beaconsfield, in 1845, ‘u. 1 that “‘ Eng- 
land logically is in the odious position of beis.g ‘he cause of 
all the misery in Ireland,” and the remedy he suygested was 
‘‘revolution.” But the Government of Great Britein is too 

werful, and Ireland much too weak w revolt. Con- 
sequently this great nation stands before the civilised world 
in the hateful position of the strong oppressing the weak. 
Speaking of the Coercion Act, she said: Under this Act, 
within 20 months, 24 members of Parliament, being nearly 
a fourth of the Trich rey resentatives, have been subjected to 
criminal tions, and the infliction of severe and de- 
rading punishments, for the crime of publishing speeches 
made at public meetings, the cheering of political prisoners, 
or the expression of political sympathy. Under this Act 
the Ministry has supported with the wholé force of its in- 
fluence, and by one of ite principal law advisers, accusations 
of infamous crime against its political opponents; and 
when the principal charges have been proved to be based on 
perjury and forgery, still retains in his office the official who 
is responsible for this scandalous blunder—(applause)—and 
by so doing has made itself a party to the foul calumny, 
and has directed the sympathy of the civilised world to Mr. 

Parnell and his worthy followers. (Applause.) Not only 


do members of Parliament lie in gaol, but the ministers of 
religion have not escaped. Father McFadden was taken 
as he left the church on Sunday after mass, The folly of 
taking a beloved priest while his words were still ringing 
in the ears of his people, so enraged them that, though 
noted as being a community of great simplicity, quietness, 
and freedom from crime, it has been turned into a hot-bed of 
fierce passion and feverish excitement under this terrible pro. 
vocation. The Government are doing their best to secure 
verdict which shall implicate Father McFadden, with others, 
in the awful crime of murder ; and this case is to be tried by 
a jury of Orangemen, to whose fanaticism impassioned 
appeals are being made, Not alone are priests and members 
of Parliament suffering. Large numbers of enthusiastic 
men and women, whose names are unknown beyond their 
own towns and villages, are enduring prison treatment, 
though innocent of crime in its real sense. These things 
produce a feeling of shame and deep grief. Can it be pos- 
sible that a great nation which has boasted so proudly of its 
love of justice and fairplay, and has invariably championed 
the cause of the down-trodden and the oppressed, will 
continue to retain in office a Government which is respon- 
sible for such things? (Applause.) 

Miss Glass seconded the resolution. 

Miss Orme supported the resolution. She said the best 
way she could do so would be by giving them some little 
account of the visit which she paid to Ireland last autumn, 
She was only there for a few weeks; but she went well 
stocked with Unionist arguments, and determined to strive 
to answer for herself some of the more serious questions 
which were ees by the opponents of Home Rule. After 
describing what she had seen in Ireland, she then adverted 
to the remarkable toleration she observed among the 
Roman Catholic population of the South of Ireland, and 
contrasted it with the intolerance of the Protestants of 
the North. And lastly she described a visit to the Orma- 
thwaite Estate, on which the tenants were. not protected by 
the Plan of Campai and contrasted the condition and 
Appesrance of the tenants who were under the Plan; 
observing that while the latter were energetic, cheerful, 
and full of hope, the former were listless and full of hope- 
less despair. She contrasted the two conditions together, 
and she came to the conclusion that the Plan of Campaign 
was a thing that good and philanthropic people. ought to 
support, and for which they ought not to be afraid to make 
a stand. She was sick of haaing English politicians say 
they were in favour of this, that, or the other, but they 
would not so far as the Plan of Campaign or a National 
Parliament in Ireland. These men, such as Mr. O’Brien and 
Mr. Dillon, know their own country infinitely better than 
wedo. She only wished some of the English members of 
Parliament knew the condition of the English poor people 
half as well, (Applause.) Her advice to as many as could 
do so, was to go to Ireland and see the condition of things 
for themselves. If they could not do so, she thought that 
having proved some of the things to be true about which 
Mr. O'Brien and Mr. Dillon told them, it was only right 
that they should accept what these men said, and take it for 

nted that they knew their own country and would not be 
Rikely to suggest any course which twas calculated to be 
Fee peice or to demoralise the people in any way. 
use). 
: The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

Mr, Atter pro ,and Mr. Bowman seconded, a vote of 
thanks to Miss Orme, which was carried with acclamation ; 
and a vote of thanks to the chairwoman, on the motion of 
Miss Orme, seconded by Dr. Speirs, concluded the meeting. 


Porthcoming Meetings of Women’s Liberal Associations. 
April 12, Chelsea River House, Debate on Proportional Representa- 
tion, Mock Ballot, 
» 12. Norwich. Inaugural Meeting. 
» 12, Morecambe. Inaugural Meeting. 
Mrs, W. P. Byles, 
» 13. Bradford. Soiree at the Technical College. 
» 13. Liverpool, Lady Sandhurst at a Drawing Room Meeting 
at Mrs. R. D. Holt’s, 
» 1§. St. Ann’s on the Sea, Mrs, W. P. Byles. 


» 15. Annual meeting of Croydon W.L.A. An address by Lady 
Sandhurst. 


‘» 16, South Kensington Town Hall. Speakers, T. P, O’Connor, 
M.P., Thomas Dickson, M.P. 
» 17. Lewisham, 
» 17. Reading. Annual Meeting at the Town Hall. Speaker, 
Lady Sandhurst. ; 
» 17. Barnsley. Lady Compton will preside. 
Compton and Mrs, W. P. Byles. 
29. South West Ham, Lady Sandhurst. 
2. Oxford Town Hall. The Countess of Aberdeen. 


Lady Sandhurst, and 


Speakers, Lord 


” 
May 


» 3. Portsmouth. Lady Sandhurst. 
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PATENT DOUBLE OR 
SELF WATER-FEEDING PLANT POT 
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BEST AND CHEAPEST. 
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OFFICIAL REPORTS, &@, | 

_ ‘AWD POMTIOAL LITERATURE GEWERAILY, CAN BE OBTAINED YROM 
P. S. KING & SON, 


Sanada Building, 5, King Street, Westminster : 


ALL PUT UP IN GLASS, 

Therefore free from all ‘Metallic Taste, 
Send for Pamphlet, with Copies of Testimonials 

3 Originals can be neon at the Office, 
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BRITISH LION SAUGE, THE BEST. 

BRITISH LION RELISH, MONE BETTER, 
__ Lo be had of all Ohemists and Grocers, 

EDG : 
Farringdon Road, London, BO. 
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